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CIRCULAIRE  AU  CLKRGE. 


Monliéal  li  Février  1871. 


Monsieur, 


Le  Décret  de  la  S.  G.  des  Rites  que  je  vous  transmets 
dans  le  Mandement  ci-joint,  renferme  de  si  puissants 
motifs  pour  encourager  la  dévotion  à  St.  Joseph  que  ce 
serait  vraiment  peine  perdue  que  de  vouloir  y  rien  ajouter. 
D'ailleurs,  je  sais  que  vous  trouverez  dans  votre  cœur  de 
quoi  satisfaire  au  besoin  qui  vous  presse  de  travailler  à 
répandre  le  culte  de  ce  bon  saint. 

Le  Décret  est  accompagné  d'une  lettre  à  tous  les  Evoques 
du  monde.  Elle  tiendra  lieu  de  la  Circulaire  que  j'aime- 
rais à  vous  adresser,  pour  vous  inviter  à  travailla"  avec 
zèle  à  mettre  le  dit  Décret  à  exécution. 

Vous  allez  donc  prendre  pour  vous  ce  que  le  St.  Père 
fait  adresser  à  tons  les  Evoques  du  monde;  et  vous  en 
conclurez  qu'en  vous  écrivant  d;js  Circulaires  presqu'à 
chaque  Mandement  que  je  vous  adresse,  je  me  conforme 
à  l'exemple  du  Père  Commun. 

Je  n'ai  qu'une  chose  à  vous  faire  observer  :  serait-il  oppor- 
tun ot  serait-il  possible  de  demander  que  la  iete  de  St. 
Joseph  devienne  de  précepte  ?  Veuillez  bien  en  conférer 
avec  vos  confrères  et  me  transmettre  votre  opinion. 

Je  suis  bien  cordialement 
Monsieur, 
Votre  très-humble  et  dévoué  serviteur, 


Ig.  Ev.  de  Montréal. 


2 
DECREE 


URBU!   ET   ORBIS 

As  Almighly  God  appointed  Joseph  son  of  Ihe  Patriarch 
Jarob  over  ail  the  land  (.f  Egypt  lo  save  corn  for  the 
people,  so  when  the   fulness  of  time  was  corne,  and  He 
wasabout  to  send  on  earlh  His  only-begotten  Son,  the 
Saviour  of  the  world,  Hé  chose  another  Joseph  of  whom 
the  first  Joseph  had  been  the  type,  and  whom  He  made 
the  Lord  and  chief  of  His  hcusehold  and  possession  and 
gnardian  of  His  choicest  treasiires.    So  also  He  espoused 
to  Himself  the  Immaculate  Virgin  Mary,  of  whom  was 
born  by  the  Holy  Ghost  Jésus  Christ  Our  Lord,  who  bas 
before  men  deigned  to  be  reputed  the  Son  of  Joseph,  and 
wassubject  unto  him.    And  Him,  so  many  Kings  and 
Prophets  had  desired  to  see,  Joseph  not  onlv  saw,  but 
conversed  with  and  embraced  with  paternel  affection 
and  kissed,  and  most  sedulously  nonrished,  even  Hini 
whom  the  faithful  were  to  receive  as  the  Bread  that  came 
down  from  Heaven,  that  they  might  obtain  eternal  life 
On  account  of  this  sublime  dignity  which  God  conferred 
on  His  most  faithful  servant,  the  Church  bas  always  most 
highly  honoured  and  praised  the  most  Blessed  Joseph 
next  to  his  Spouse,  the  Virgin  l.    thev  of  God,  and  bas 
besought  his  intercession  in  times  of  trouble.    And  now 
that  in  thèse  most  troublous  times  the  Church  is  beset  bv 
enemies  on  every  side,  and  is  weighed  down  by  heavy 
calamities,  so  that  ungodly  men  imagine  the  gâtes  of  hefl 
to  hâve  at  length  prevailed  against  her,  therefore,  the 
Vénérable  Frelates  of  the  Gatholic  world  bave  presented 
to  the  Sovereign  Pontifftheir  Own  pétitions  and  those  of 
the  Faithful  committed  to  their  charge,  praying  that  ht^ 
would  vouchsafe  to  constitute  Saint  Joseph  Patron  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  They  also  renewed  slill  more  earnestly 
this  their  prayer  and  désire  at  the  Sacred  OEcumenical 


Coiincil  of  ihe  Vatican.  Therefore  our  mosl  Holy  {.ord, 
Plus  IX,  Pope,  being  moved  by  the  récent  moiirnfiil 
events,  bas  been  pleased  to  comploy  wilh  the  desires  of 
the  Prelates,  and  to  commit  to  Saint  Joseph's  most 
powerful  patronage  Himself  and  ail  the  Failhful,  and  hds 
dedared  Saint  Joseph  PATRON  OF  THE  CATHOLIG 
CHURrH;  and  bas  commanded  bis  festival,  occurring 
on  19th  day  of  Marcb,  to  be  celebrated  for  the  future  as  a 
Double  of  the  First  Class,  but  yet  without  an  Octave  on 
acconntof  Lent. 

Finally,  He  has  ordained  tbat  on  this  day  sacred  to  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Molherof  God  and  her  most  chaste  Spouse 
S.  Joseph,  a  déclaration  to  tbat  elfect  by  ihis  présent 
Decree  of  the  Sacred  Congrégation  of  Rites  be  then  pu- 
bhshed.    AH  tbings  lo  the  contrary  notwilhstanding. 

The  8tb  day  of  Décembre,  1870. 

CONSTANTINE,  BlSHOP  OF  OSTIA  AND  VeLLETRI, 

C.  Cardinal  PATRIZF,  Préfet  ofthe  Sacred  Cong. 
Loro  f  SigiUi  D.  Bartolinl,  Secretary. 


Décret  de  la  S.  Congrégation  des  Indulgences,  au  sujet  des 
exercices  en  r honneur  de  Saivt-Joseph  durant  le  mois 
de  Mars. 


URBIS   ET    ORBIS. 

Cum  in  pratrocinio  S.  Josephi  sponsi  B.  M.  V.,  maxima 
populo  christiano  juvaminis  et  prœsidii  spes  in  dies  efl'ul- 
geat,  SS.  D.  N.  Plus  IX  Papaquamplurium  fidelium  volis 
bénigne  annuens,  per  rescriptum  secretariaî  brevium  die 
12  junii  1855,  concessit  omnibus  christifidelibus  peragen- 
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tibus  iiilHgro  inense  mailio  piiim  exe.'citiuin,quL»il  ni  libm 
HoniiL'  impresso  coulinelur,  cui  liluius  considcrazionidt'llt! 
uirlu  del  S.  fatriarclia  Giuseppe  a  dcdicarfjU  il  nicse  di 
inurzo  :  iiidulgtMitiiiin  IreceiUum  dieriiin  quolibet  die, 
pleiiariani  vero  iii  iiiio  dieruin  meiisis  ad  arbitriurn  eli- 
geiido,  quo  coufessi  et  sicra  conmiuuioiie  lefecti,  juxta 
montem  Sanctiiatis  Sua;  oraveniU. 

Niiiic  vero  idem  Saiictissimus,  ut  erga  taïUiun  celeslem 
patroniim  devotio  mjigis  magisque  augeatur,  et  illa  preca- 
tioiiis  methodus  faciliiis  ac  latius  propagetur,  iii  aiidieiilia 
diei  "27  aprilis  1805  habita  ab  irifrascripto  Cardiiiali  Pru;- 
fbcto,  cletneiUer  induisit  ut  easdetii  iudulgentias  univers! 
Chnstilideles  lucrah  possint,  dummodo  pium  aliquod 
precuni  ac  virlutum  exercitiuni  per  integruni  mensem 
martium  peregeriut,  ad  instarillarum  quiiî  mese  niaio  in 
honorern  11  M.  V.  soient  persolvi,  seivato  in  reliquis 
tenore  prirnin  concessionis.  Voluitque  Sanctitas  Sua  has 
indulgenlias  animabus  fidelium  defunctorum  per  uiodum 
sullï'agii  posse  applicari  ;  et  perpetuis  futuiis  temporibus 
absque  uUa  Brevis  expeditione  valiluras. 

Dalum  RouKu  ex  secretaria  S.  C.  Indulgentiarum  die 
il  tforilis  I8G5. 


Fu.  Antonius  m.  Cahd.  PANEBIANCO,  trxfectus. 
L.  S.  A.  Colombo.  Sccretarius. 


